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the young Queen, of her quickness, sense and discretion, and
the remarkable facility with which she has slid into her high
station and discharges its duties. The Duchess of Kent
never appears at Kensington, where the Queen occupies a
separate range of apartments, and her influence is very
silently exercised, if at all. The town is rife with reports of
changes and appointments, some very natural and others
very absurd; all agree that the power-vested in Melbourne's
hands is unbounded, and that (as fur as Court appointments
are concerned) he uses it with propriety. The great topic of
interest is the question of Lord Hill's removal,1 which the
Radicals and violent Whigs have been long driving at, but
to which it is believed Melbourne is himself adverse. So
Lord Stanley told me the other day as his belief; and when
I said that though this might be so, it was doubtful how far
he would be induced to tight the battle in his own Cabinet
if it was mooted there, he said that from what he heard,
he thought Melbourne was lord and master in his own
Cabinet.
The eternal question in everybody's mouth is what is
Lord Durham to have, or if it is indispensable that he should
have anything. When Durham left England, he was the
elected chief of the Radicals, and he was paving the way
to future Court favour through a strict alliance with the
Duchess of Kent and Sir John Conroy. At St. Petersburg
his language was always moderate; now that he is returned,
the Radicals, still regarding him as their chief, look anxiously
to his introduction into the Cabinet. Charles Buller, whom I
met the other day, said, in reply to my asking him if Govern-
ment would gain at the elections, * I think they will gain
anyhow, but if they arv wm they will gain largely.' I said,
* [ wonder what you call beiug wise? * He said, cTake in
Lord Durham.5 But they want Durham to be taken in as a
pledge of the disposition of the Government to adopt their
principles," whereas Melbourne will receive him upon no such
1 [Lord Hill lmld the officu of Commandor-in-Oliief from 1828 till 1842,
when ho rasigmd it]
a After this was written, a letter of Durham's appeared couched in